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zoology from the University of 
California

Teaching experience: Started 
teaching at Kent State in 1989; 
also taught at a medical school in 
Puerto Rico for a year and a half 
and at a high school in Davis, 
Calif., for four years.

Teaching philosophy: Kline 
involves students by having 
them learn science by doing sci-
ence. He also has “coffee with 
Kline” where he gets to know 
students outside the classroom.

On receiving the award: “It 
was very nice. I was a little bit 
surprised … I was very honored 
to receive it.”

Spring classes: Cell Biology, 
Biophotonics.

Wayne Gorder
Professor of 

music
Education: 

Bachelor ’s in 
music education 
from the Uni-
versity of Wis-
consin; master’s 
and doctorate 
degrees in music education from 
the University of Illinois. 

Teaching experience: Started 
teaching at Kent State in 1987; 
also taught at Milikin University, 
Ohio Wesleyan University, West-
ern Washington University and 
at public schools in Wisconsin.

Teaching philosophy: “I’ve 
been told that I have high stan-
dards and that I hold the stu-
dents to the same standards that 
I expect of myself. Music is not 
a discipline in which mediocre 
performance is satisfying.”

On receiving the award: “It 
is very humbling, exciting and 
gratifying.” 

Spring classes: Teaches and 
conducts the Kent Wind Ensem-
ble, Conducting.

Outstanding Teaching Award 
recipients

I r e n e  R e n e e 
Axiotis

A s s i s t a n t 
p ro f e s s o r  o f 
h e a l t h  s c i -
ences

Education: 
Bachelor ’s in 
p s y c h o l o g y 
from Kent State; master’s in com-
munity health from Kent State; 
doctorate in curriculum and 
instruction from Kent State.

Kent State coach Doug Martin 
said this team’s mentality is a result 
of what happened the last season the 
team beat Akron. 

“I think we learned a lot from that 
as coaches and as players,” Martin 
said. “I remember at that time (2006) 
our players talked about ‘well if so 
and so beats so and so and we do 
this and they do that.’ Well we don’t 
control any of that, and I think we 
learned a valuable lesson from that, 
hopefully.” 

The Flashes started conference 
play 4-0 before a 17-7 loss against 
Ohio in 2006. After losing to the 
Bobcats, Kent State went 1-3 for the 
remainder of the season. 

“As the season went on and we 
started winning, which maybe we 
weren’t used to doing here, we may 
have gotten complacent towards the 
end,” senior defensive lineman Kev-
in Hogan said. “At the beginning you 
saw great practices, great work ethic, 
and as you started winning, people 
maybe got a bit complacent and for-
got that the process is how you get 
there.”

Hogan said the mentality of the 
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ROTC students get 
into game-day spirit
Students from Kent State and Akron’s 
ROTC programs will carry the game ball 
from DIx Stadium to InfoCision Stadium 
on Saturday. Page 2
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LATEST UPDATES AT KENTNEWSNET.COM Sign up to receive the Stater e-mail edition and breaking news alerts at KENTNEWSNET.COM/REGISTER

Excited for the upcoming 
wrestling season? 
Check out KentNewsNet.com for 
assistant sports editor Josh John-
ston’s wrestling preview.

TALK BACK TO US
Every day, columnists and the Daily Kent 
Stater editorial board share their opin-
ions on the forum page. Now it’s your  
turn. Tell us what you think by sending 
letters to the editor to stater@kent.edu.

Our View: Check your 
home for fire hazards
The Daily Kent Stater editorial board asks 
students to be extra careful to prevent 
fires because of three that occured  close 
to campus this week. Page 4

Partly cloudy
HI 60, LO 46

Will you be making the trip to 
Akron for Saturday’s football 
game?
n Absolutely. I wouldn’t miss this 
rivalry game.
n I’m thinking about it.
n I would go to the game if it were 
at home.
n No. I’m not going to the Kent – 
Akron game.

Go to kentnewsnet.com 
to vote and see the  
latest results.

It’s been a pretty eventful week. 
Look at the Week in Photos on KNN.

SPORTS

Think you know about 
Kent State’s top rival?
Take our quiz about the Akron Zips and 
the Wagon Wheel Rivalry. Kent State 
may have had Josh Cribbs, James Har-
rison and Jack Lambert, but Akron had 
Charlie Frye. So there.  Page 6

Students who want to with-
draw from full-term fall cours-
es must do so by midnight 
Sunday.

Withdrawal from a course 
results in a grade of “W” on a 
student’s transcript. The “W” 
does not factor into grade-
point average.

To withdraw from a course, 
go to the Student Tools tab on 

FlashLine and select “Add or 
Drop Classes.”

Also, to find out withdraw-
al deadlines for flexibly sched-
uled courses — classes that 
do not meet during the entire 
term — go to http://www.
registrars.kent.edu/home/
CLASSES/sessdatesrch.cfm.

— Staff report

Following the early morn-
ing Sunday f i re  on Crain 
Avenue, police had no further 
comment on the Taser use, but 
the fire department said the 
fire might have been caused 
by arson.

The fire department is wait-
ing for samples to return to 
determine the cause. But fire 
chief James Williams said the 
department is fairly sure the 
fire was intentionally set.

Kent Police Lt. Jayme Cole 
said the police department 
could not comment on the use 
of a Taser to restrain one of the 
residents until the case goes to 
court, which is set for Decem-
ber. According to the levels 
of resistance report, resident 

Mike Bartlett was combative 
and intoxicated.

The City of Kent police 
department’s  use of  force 
policy states that a Taser gun, 
which is considered “less than 
lethal force,” is to be used to 
protect the officers or others 
from physical harm, restrain 
or subdue a resistant indi-
vidual or to bring an unlawful 
situation safely and effectively 
under control.

“I am quite confident that 
once this goes through court 
that this (restraint with a Taser 
gun) was a successful resolu-
tion to this man’s behavior,” 
Cole said.

— Sarah Steimer

Flashes have singular 
focus despite playing 
rivals in Akron 

Nick Walton
Daily Kent Stater

During Mid-American Confer-
ence play, the Kent State football 
team has had a slogan–play every 
game like a championship game. 

Even winning the Wagon Wheel 
is secondary to gaining ground in the 
MAC East.

This mentality has the Flashes 
tied for second place in the division 
at 4-1 in conference play for just the 
fifth time in 50 years.  

The last time Kent State was in 
a similar position was the last time 
it beat Akron in 2006, a season that 
ended with a 6-6 overall record and 
5-3 conference record.

The Flashes look to improve to 
5-1 in conference play when they face 
Akron tomorrow for the first time at 
InfoCision Stadium. 

In their inaugural season at the 
stadium, the Zips are 1-7. They 
haven’t won a game against a Foot-
ball Bowl Subdivision team in over 
a year. Akron’s only win this season 
was against Football Champion-
ship Subdivision opponent Morgan 
State.

Withdrawal deadline nears

Fire dept: Crain Avenue fire 
may have been intentional

One game at a time

Kent State vs. Akron
Where: InfoCision Stadium
When: 3:30 p.m. tomorrow
Radio: WNIR 100.1 FM
Television: Fox Sports Net Ohio
Live blog: KentNewsNet.com

THE GAME

Winners chosen by 
students, faculty

Jamie Shearer
Daily Kent Stater

The Alumni Association 
presented faculty with the Dis-
tinguished Teaching and Out-
standing Teaching Awards at 
last week’s Celebrating Teach-
ing Conference.

The awards are driven by 
student, faculty, staff and alum-
ni nominations for professors 
who have made an impact in 
their students’ learning.

The Distinguished Teach-
ing Award is for tenure-track 
faculty, and the Outstanding 
Teaching Award is for full-time 
non tenure-track and adjunct 
faculty.

Distinguished Teaching 
Award recipients:

Walter Davis
A s s o c i -

ate professor 
for teaching, 
learning and 
c u r r i c u l u m 
studies

Education: 
Bachelor ’s in 
physical edu-
cat ion from 
Graceland College in Iowa; 
master’s and doctorate in spe-
cial physical education from the 
University of Connecticut. 

Teaching experience: Started 
teaching at Kent State in 1981; 
taught at the University of Illi-
nois for two years as a visiting 
professor

Teaching philosophy: Davis 
sees his role as helping students 
see they have all the skills and 
talents to succeed and helping 
them feel good about them-
selves.

On receiving the award: “It 
was really, totally amazing. You 
know, it’s a real honor for me.”

Spring classes: Ethics for 
Exercise, Leisure and Sport.

Douglas Kline
Professor of 

biological sci-
ences

Education: 
Bachelor ’s in 
biology from 
the University 
of California; 
d o c t o r a t e  i n 
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University of Akron players cheer and hold up the Wagon Wheel after beating Kent State 30-27 in double OT last year. The 
Flashes will have their chance to take back the wheel tomorrow in Akron at 3:30 p.m.

team changed after the 2006 season 
because players expected good things 
to happen, but were overconfident. 
With the Flashes still in contention for 
the division championship, Hogan is 
enjoying this season.

“You definitely have a lot more fun 
when you’re playing for something,” 
Hogan said. “We’re having more fun 
out here practicing – it’s not like you’re 
in a position where you’re trying to 
figure out what went wrong … you’re 
playing fast having fun, and it makes 
coming to practice easy.” 

Senior defensive lineman Aaron 
Hull said the difference between this 
season and previous seasons is the 
improvement of leadership and the 
impact of younger players. 

“If one person goes down, we’re 
focusing on (underclassmen) to step 
up big,” Hull said. “If I was to go 
down (freshman defensive lineman) 
Dana (Brown) would step up, and he 
already knows everything.” 

Underclassmen have impacted 
Kent State on offense this season as 
only two seniors are currently start-
ing on offense. Freshman quarterback 
Spencer Keith and freshman wide 
receiver Tyshon Goode have combined 
for 553 yards and five touchdowns to 
help lead an offense that dealt with 
adversity earlier in the season. 

Hogan said he hopes this season 
has a positive impact on the younger 
players.

See FOOTBALL,  Page 3
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Distinguished and 
outstanding teachers 
honored at conference  
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BUS Renaissance 
Ball recalls ‘20s club

Kelly Petryszyn
Daily Kent Stater

The Student Center ballroom 
resembled a scene out of a 1920s 
club last night. Sequins sparkled, 
fringe swayed and bright-colored 
satin gleamed as girls walked into 
the Black United Students’ 40th 
Renaissance Ball. The guys were 
suited up in pinstripes complete 
with fedoras and a feather in true 
1920s style. Hip-hop music by DJ 
Ruckkus rumbled over the speak-
ers as guests entered the ballroom 
down a red carpet and settled in 
at shiny, red-topped tables for the 
show. 

The room was decorated to 
resemble the Boom Boom Room, 
a black club in the 1920s, said 
BUS programmer Olivia Ryan. 
She was very pleased with the 
event. 

“I love it,” she said. “Everyone 
dressed up a lot this year.”  

The ball followed the style of 
a homecoming dance. There were 
dancers, a best-dressed contest 
and pageant. The pageant con-
sisted of a talent and formal con-
test.

 The pageant was a highlight 
of the event. It’s BUS vice presi-
dent Dierre Clift’s favorite part 
of the ball. It “shows everyone’s 
personality,” he said. 

Following the pageant, the 
king and queen of the ball were 
crowned. This title is very impor-

Ball takes students back in time

HANNAH POTES | DAILY KENT STATER
Queen Kasai Carter and King Devontae Ferguson were crowned last night at the 
40th Annual Renaissance Ball and Pageant presented by Black United Students 
and Undergraduate Student Government.

tant because the winners are “an 
overall example to the black com-
munity on campus,” Clift said. 

 After judges’ votes were tal-
lied, Devontae Ferguson was 
announced king and Kasai Carter 
was announced queen. The run-
ner-ups were Lawrence Hudson 
as prince and Brittany Desatnik as 
princess. 

The contestants have been prac-
ticing for the ball over a month and 
met every day this past week. They 
were judged on their talent, poise, 
answer to an interview question and 
crowd appeal, Ryan said. 

 The judges were Shana Lee, N.J. 
Akbar, Jelani Dorsey, Ashley Mor-

gan, Takeisha Reeves and Ashley 
Newberry. 

Junior sociology major Alyssa 
Terry said she liked the pageant, but 
was really more excited about seeing 
what people were wearing. She loves 
the fashions of the 1920s and tries to 
incorporate some element of the style 
into her everyday dress. 

“I wouldn’t wear a dress like this 
to class, but I can wear it here,” she 
said motioning to her snug black satin 
dress. Her hair was done in tight curls, 
pinned off to the side, with black and 
white feathers sticking out of it in all 
directions. Long strands of white 
pearls hung around her neck. 


