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O� -year election 
draws small turnout
In Portage County, voter turnout was 
44,487 yesterday — and poll workers 
saw very few students cast their ballots.  
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We still want to see your 
costumes!
Send in photos of you wearing 
your Halloween costume. E-mail 
photos to ijones2@kent.edu, and 
we’ll add them to our costume 
gallery. 

TALK BACK TO US
Every day, columnists and the Daily Kent 
Stater editorial board share their opin-
ions on the forum page. Now it’s your  
turn. Tell us what you think by sending 
letters to the editor to stater@kent.edu.

Twins share genes 
and a room in college
Brothers Jabari and Jelani may go to the 
same college and live together, but that 
doesn’t mean these identical twins’ per-
sonalities are carbon copies.   Page 2

Rain/snow
showers
HI 43, LO 31

Did you vote yesterday?
■ Yes.
■ I wanted to but couldn't make 
time in my schedule
■ No.

Go to kentnewsnet.com 
to vote and see the 
latest results.

SPORTS

Flashes look beyond 
Akron rivalry game
When the football team faces the Zips  
on Saturday, they’re approaching it as 
another team to topple en route to a 
MAC championship. Page 6

Winter is just around the corner. 
Did you know you could be fined 
based on where you put shoveled 
snow? Check out KentNewsNet.com 
to watch a video on how to keep 
out of trouble this winter.

Local Election Results
Municipal Judge

Replacing Judge Barbara R. Watson

Three at-large 
Kent City Council seats

Issue 4
Portage County Children’s 
Services renewal tax levy
Issue 9
Kent City current expenses
renewal tax levy
Issue 10
Kent City recreational 
purposes replacement tax levy

FOR AGAINST65.49%
34.51%

First batch 
available at no 
cost in Eastway
Amber Wade
Daily Kent Stater

Students bustled in and out 
of the Eastway private dining 
room Tuesday to receive sea-
sonal and H1N1 flu vaccines.

There will be another flu 
clinic from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
today in the Eastway private 
dining room. Students can 
schedule an appointment 
in advance at http://www.
uhs.kent.edu/osh/. Walk-
in appointments will also 
be available depending on 
available supplies. The vac-
cine is free for students. 

“We’ve had a steady flow 
of students most of the morn-
ing,” said Matthew Radigan, 
police support services man-
ager and operations chief for 
the Incident Command Struc-
ture. “There’s been a lull here 
and there while classes are 
going on.” 

Residence hall 
students can get 
H1N1 vaccine

GROUPS THAT 
SHOULD NOT 

RECIEVE THE 2009 
H1N1 LAV

■ Children younger than 2 and adults 
50 and older
■ Pregnant women
■ Anyone with a weakened immune 
system
■ Anyone with a long-term health 
problem such as heart, lung, kidney or 
liver disease; asthma; metabolic disease 
such as diabetes, anemia or other blood 
disorders
■ Anyone with certain muscle or nerve 
disorders
■ Anyone in close contact with some-
one who has a severely weakened 
immune system
■ Children or adolescents on a long-
term aspirin treatment

Source: Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention

Ohio takes a gamble on state casinos
HAVE  A 
QUESTION 
ABOUT 
THIS STORY?

@kent360

?

@reply us on Twitter with 
your questions and we’ll 
do our best to answer 
them.

Residents evacuate 
one-room house fire 
on E. Summit Street

Junior nursing major Jessica 
Gabel, one of many nursing stu-
dents working to administer the 
vaccine, said she had seen more 
walk-in appointments than stu-
dents who had preregistered. 

See H1N1,  Page 4

For results to the other state issues, look inside on page 4.

FOR AGAINST60.92%
39.08%

FOR AGAINST55.32%
44.68%

JESSICA M. KANALAS | DAILY KENT STATER
A fire crew works to put out a fire at 
an East Summit Street house. 

Mark K. Fankhauser

Michael A. DeLeone
Robin G. Turner
Erik D. Valenta

Damage to house 
not as severe as 
other weekend fires

Leila Archer
Daily Kent Stater

No one was injured in a 
house fire that broke out last 
night at 322 E. Summit St.

Lt. John Altomare of the 
Kent Police Department said 
the residents of the house were 
safely out before crews arrived.

Lt. David Moore of the Kent 
Fire Department said the fire 
was contained to one room, 
and there was smoke through-
out the rest of the house. 

He said the only damage 
to the house was in the room 
where the fire occurred, and it 
was mostly structural damage. 

One of the residents (who 
asked not to be identified) 
broke through the window and 
grabbed a garden hose after 
getting out of the house safely.

All the pets, including a 
long-haired dachshund, got 
out safely.

The street was blocked off 
from South Willow to South 
Depeyster streets.

Altomare said officials will not 
know the cause of the fire until 
an investigation has been com-
pleted.

Moore said the residents were 
“very lucky” because the fire was 
not as bad as recent fires in Kent.

Contact public affairs reporter 
Leila Archer at larcher3@kent.edu.

React to this story and more 
at KentNewsNet.com

Thousands 
may get jobs 
from Issue 3 
passage

Julie Carr Smyth
Associated Press

COLUMBUS — Ohio voters 
hard hit by the economic downturn 
opened their state to casino gambling 
yesterday after an expensive cam-
paign promising thousands of jobs.

Passage of Issue 3 marked a sig-
nificant victory for Penn National 

Gaming Inc. and Cleveland Cava-
liers owner Dan Gilbert, who spent 
nearly $35 million promoting four 
big-city casinos in Columbus, Cleve-
land, Cincinnati and Toledo as the 
Ohio Jobs & Growth Plan.

With 91 percent of precincts 
reporting unofficial results, Issue 3 
passed 53 percent to 47 percent.

“It’s pretty obvious that the Ohio 
electorate bought into the whole 
culture of despair that’s going on 
with the economy,” said gambling 
opponent David Zanotti of the Ohio 
Policy Roundtable.

Ohio becomes the 39th state to 
legalize casinos and a coveted prize 
that had held out among neighbor-
ing casino states Indiana, Michigan, 
Pennsylvania and West Virginia. 
TruthPAC, backed by MTR Gam-
ing Inc. chairman Jeffrey Jacobs, 

spent almost $6 million opposing 
the measure.

Yesterdy’s vote — which fol-
lowed four failed Ohio gambling 
issues in 20 years — was met with 
immediate resistance. State Rep. Lou 
Blessing, a Republican who fought 
the plan, said he plans to push a 
ballot issue next May that amends 
elements of the plan, collects more 
taxes from the casinos, and put the 
licenses up for bid.

Lawmakers cannot make chang-
es to the casino outline without 
going to the ballot because it was 
inserted into the state Constitution.

“I don’t know how even the 
newspaper that endorsed this issue 
could possibly object to that,” Bless-
ing said. “There are some obvious 
problems that need to be fixed.”

The Humane Society of the Unit-

ed States also vowed a future Ohio 
ballot issue after it was struck a blow 
by the passage of Issue 2, which cre-
ates a new board to oversee livestock 
care. The issue was approved by 64 
percent of voters, with 91 percent of 
precincts reporting.

The issue was intended to thwart 
efforts by animal right groups to 
outlaw holding sows, hens and veal 
calves in cramped cages or crates.

M i c h a e l  M a r k a r i a n ,  t h e 
Humane Society’s chief operating 
officer, said the group will return 
to Ohio with a future ballot mea-
sure that protects animals.

“By packaging Issue 2 as a pro-
animal and pro-food safety measure, 
the factory farming interests really 
did everything they could to ensure 
its passage,” he said. “We never 
really viewed it as a poisonous mea-

sure but we viewed it as an empty 
one, because it doesn’t achieve any 
reforms for animal welfare.”

Large farm operators mounted 
a $4 million campaign to pass the 
issue, which was backed by Gov. 
Ted Strickland, while environmen-
tal, animal rights and other activists 
fought it mostly through the press 
and the Internet.

See CASINO,  Page 4

Poland 
wins Kent 
judge seat

Two votes 
separate 
candidates 
for mayor

RACHEL KILROY | DAILY KENT STATER
Kevin T. Poland (right), a candidate for Portage County Municipal Court judge, talks with one of his supporters minutes 
before an announcement was made declaring his victory. 

Ravenna mayor to fill 
Plough’s spot in Jan.
Doug Gulasy
Daily Kent Stater

Ravenna Mayor Kevin Poland has a new job: Por-
tage County Municipal Court judge.

Poland won the race for the Kent branch of the 
Municipal Court. He gained 32.45 percent of the 
vote, followed by Tommie Jo Marsilio (29.64 percent), 
Becky Doherty (25.27 percent) and Paul Brickner 
(12.64 percent). 

The final results came in just before midnight.
“It’s been a long night, and it’s been a long cam-

paign,” Poland said. “It’s certainly nice to have it 
finalized, and I certainly appreciate the support of the 
voters.”

The 48-year-old Poland will replace current Kent 
branch Judge John Plough, who did not seek re-elec-
tion. His term will begin Jan. 1, 2010.

Poland has served as Ravenna mayor since 2006 
and as acting judge for the Portage County Munici-
pal Court for more than 10 years. He also has held a 
private law practice in Ravenna for 23 years and has 
experience as Ravenna City Council president and 
Portage County assistant prosecutor.

Poland said he thought his experience and commu-
nity involvement ultimately won him the election.

“I think that most people certainly appreciated how 
I’ve held myself as mayor,” he said.

See JUDGE, Page 4

Hawksley and Fiala 
still neck-and-neck
Denise Wright
Daily Kent Stater

Independent mayoral candidate Jerry Fiala 
pulled ahead of Democratic candidate Rick Hawk-
sley in the final election report with 2,011 of the 
4,024 votes cast – only two more votes than Hawk-
sley received.

 “I don’t know what to say,” Fiala said after the 
results were posted. “I’m just really stunned by the 
two-vote margin.”

Hawksley said although he had an idea that the 
race would be close, he grew more comfortable as 
results posted throughout the night.

“It just goes to show that it comes down to 
the order in which the precincts are counted,” 
Hawksley said.

A representative at the Portage County Board of 
Elections said a certified vote tally will be released 
on Nov. 24 after provisional votes have been count-
ed. At that point, it will be determined if a recount 
will be necessary. According to Ohio law, a recount 
is necessary when the winning margin is less than 
one-half percent of the total vote.

See MAYOR,  Page 4


